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the future

They'll become
centers of

learning

By Terri Minlcer
Sun SIAT Wriler

SOUTH KITSAP — The school of
the future must be far dilTerent
than thal of tocay to mecel the

‘changing neceds of socicly, say

rescarchers like Dr. Shirley Me-
Cune, who spoke to teachers here

yeslerday.

The school of the fulure could be
something like the model she de-
scribed. A handful of schools in the
country ore alrcady using it:

When you walk in the building,
therc's o row of offices. In one arc
drug counseiors. One i$. for social
securily. Another, family and child
psycholos;ists. Yel another has a
doclor and nurse who do well-
child exams.

In the cafetlerin, senior citizens
mingle with studenls having Junch. .
Oldsters and youngsters are some-
times pnired for school projecis,
Jike oral history. é

ticd Into il arc closses for leen-,
sgers where they fearn the import-
ance of child nurluring skills.

In the gym, homcmakers nre
taking excercise classes. Afller
work, morc men and women wil
show up for their filness workoul

These are ‘‘communily learning

There's a child-care cenler, nnd‘g
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We can'l have (e "throw-away"
studenls of the past, she said.
Today aboul 25 percent drop out
(and Lhat Tfigure that hasn't
changed in 70 ycars, she said)
Another 30 pereent are functional-
ly illiterate.

In the 1830s, thal was OK be-
cause they could still find jobs.
Fifly percent ended up in biue-
collar, industrial jobs, bul today
that ﬁgurn is alrcady lcss than 12
pcrcent, she said.

The cffecl is thal schools now
have Lo leach all the children. And |
lmch them {o be thinkers.

“Therc has been a dramalic shift -
In the goal of educalion, she said.

In the pasy, the idca was Lo learn
enough facls and pass cnough lests
to pet through school.

Workbooks arc a prime example,
she sold. They taught studenls o
cendure dull, repelitive kinds of-
work — perfect training for assems-
bly linc workers. “"There was &l-
ways one right answer, and you
could find it In the back of the
book.”

But tloday and In the (uture,
schools need to leach “lull infor-
mation processing.” Students nced
lo be able to identlfy allernatives,
.uhnd sclect, respond to and refine
their choices.

“"That's the kind of people w\
nced on the job,” she said.

And two things are very clear In
producing kids who are thinkers:

First, learniny has to be "inler

centers,” nol just schools.

“It's nol for everyone,” said Dr. *@ aclive.” She would submil thal “a
MecCunc. Bul she belicves the mod- .quiel classroort is a dcad class-
c! has clements that are on track™=room,” she said..

for cducation’s role in the fulurc.

Schools are no longer In the
“schooling business,
In "human resource development,”
sheFaid™ -

Dr. McCune was In SK to lalk
fibout something everyone's hear-
Ing a lol about these days

" but ratherf&

Sccond, there are lwo ways 1o

Wicarn o think — by tulking or

wriling. Othcnwise, students are
simply absorbing flacls, notl jecarn-

“ring lo solve problems.

<

Aboul 80 percent of {caching is
stll done through lectures, without
recgard lo children's Icarnlng

“restructuring” schools. As senlor 2lyles, she said, and thal has to
director of the Mid-continent Re~& change.

gional Education Labouratory, il'u~
what her job 15 all about The non-
pro0it Institution Is commitled to
helping state agencies and local
schools restructure themselves lo
“increase cfliciency, cffccliveness
and rclevance.”

Her speech hiere kicked ofT a full
day of tcacher training. Across the
state, most teachers were laking
perl in Jotal or stale-spon:ered
training

In SK, workshop cholces reflect-
cd the wave of the fulure Dr.
McCune described. They deall
with lopics such as celebralng
diffcrences in learning stylces,
using a wholc Junguage-epproach,
using coopcrative lecarning, and
integrating technglogy with curric-
ulum.

Schools musl tneel the needs of a
socicly chanpging dramalically,
both cconomicatly and soclally,
orcording o Dr. McCune,

We are changing from an Indus-
trial socicty to an Information
socicly, she said, but the “industri-
al smokeslack schools” are still

with us.
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Schools are still functioning as

“sorters” of children, identifying

Wand fucusing on the smartest stus

dents and Jcaving the others be-
hind. "Our job Is to find oul how

Stvcry kid {s smart and dcvelop bis

abiitlics,” she said,

The other half of the pleture of
cducation's futurc has Lo deal with
the social, demographic and cul-
tural changes in sociely.

The children are coming {n “io a
very difTerent slate than they were
belore,” she said. A sludy ip a
nearby school districl (shic didn't
identilfy which one) found that 30
percent of children were abused
toxuaily, physically or emotlonally,
che said.

The schools have lo deal "with
that il they'rc going lo help the
children learn,

She said a study Just compleled
by the Department of Liubor shows
that whal employcrs arc looking
for in employces Is reliability,
goals, motivation, cthics and mor-
als. They are asking for beler
group and organizational skills, ’

Schaols of the future will need o

invalve the wholc communlly In
vder toomet these nngeba poled Deo
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